CHAPTER XVII
THE LAND OF FIVE HUNDRED RELIGIONS
If there is any country which today presents a living picture of
religious toleration, it is Japan Under one roof the followers of
Christianity, Buddhism, Shintoism, and Communism live as members
of a family and they never make a fettish of religion as we do in
India You never hear of religious fights in Japan I am often
asked, why can t the enthusiasts of religions in India follow the ex
ample of the people of Japan ? * Because the self styled leaders of
different communities are prostituting religion for their selfish ends
under the protection and with the alliance of the Union Jack, and
the masses have not yet realized that the so called religious leaders
are the chief enemies of the country If you ask me in one word
What is the religion of the people of Japan,   my answer would be
patriotism
Any person who has visited Japan even for a short period will tell
you that patriotism is not a sentiment (as in India), but a national
religion of the people of Japan to whatever dogmatic religion they
may belong Be they Buddhists, Christians, or Shinto, they are
devoted to their country and ever ready to sacrifice their life for the
motherland
As regards dogmatic religions and their ever increasing sects, you
will be rather surprised to know that the number of religious cults
(which are ever increasing) has reached over 500
There has been a remarkable growth of religious beliefs among
the Japanese public of late New quasi religious bodies are spring
ing up in many districts so frequently that the Bureau of Religions
of the Education Department H said to be receiving reports of the